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An asexually reproduced variety of perennial Zoysiagrass with a unique combination of
morphological characters including a very fine leaf texture, and increased leaf extension
compared to Zeon' (U.S. Plant Pat. No. 13,166) when grown in hydroponic culture.
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Description

Latin name of the genus and species of the plant claimed: The present invention relates to
the genus and species Zoysia matrella (L.) Merr.

Variety denomination: ‘BRG-2'.
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION Field of Invention

The present invention relates to a new and distinct asexually reproduced variety of
perennial Zoysiagrass (Zoysia matrella (L.)) Merr.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to a new and distinct perennial Zoysiagrass cultivar identified as
‘BRG-2' Zoysiagrass (herein referred to as ‘BRG-2'). The inventors, David L. Doguet and
Virginia G. Lehman, discovered ‘BRG-2' under cultivated conditions near Poteet, TX in an
area planted with ‘Zeon’ (U.S. Plant Pat. No. 13,166) Zoysiagrass. ‘BRG-2' was identified as a
distinctly different vegetative patch or clonal plant differing from the surrounding plants in
leaf texture. Tillers of ‘BRG-2' were dug and transplanted to research plots for further
evaluation and comparison to other plants. In research plots in Poteet, TX, in comparison
to other Zoysiagrass plants, ‘BRG-2' showed the finest leaf texture with soft foliage when
compared to other plants. The inventors asexually reproduced ‘BRG-2' by taking vegetative
cuttings of stolons and rhizomes, cutting the rhizomes and stolons into segments, each
with a vegetative bud, and rooting them in potting media. ‘BRG-2' Zoysiagrass will be used
as a turfgrass suitable for home lawns, sports fields, and golf courses.

For purposes of registration under the “International Convention for the Protection of New
Varieties of Plants” (generally known by its French acronym as the UPOV Convention) and
noting Section 1612 of the Manual of Plant Examining Procedure, it is proposed that the
title of the invention is Zoysiagrass plant named ‘BRG-2'.

BRIEF DESCRIPTIONS OF THE ILLUSTRATIONS



FIG. 1.'BRG-2' Zoysiagrass compared to a ‘Primao’ plant, unmown, from greenhouse pots.
FIG. 2. Inflorescence of ‘BRG-2' Zoysiagrass.

FIG. 3. Leaf texture of ‘BRG-2' compared to ‘Prim¢’, unmown, from greenhouse pots.
COMPLETE BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE VARIETY

‘BRG-2' was characterized in greenhouse and field conditions. BRG-2' is a unique variety of
Zoysiagrass (Zoysia matrelfia (L.)) Merr. that was discovered under cultivated conditions in a
planting of Zeon' Zoysiagrass. The inventors, David L. Doguet and Virginia G, Lehman,
discovered ‘BRG-2' near Poteet, TX in 2015. In 2015, vegetative rooted tillers of ‘BRG-2' were
collected from a vegetative plant or clone in a ‘Zeon' (U.S. Plant Pat. No. 13,166) sod field
that was under mowing, The tillers were placed in research plots with other plants for
observation and increase. ‘BRG-2' was identified as a distinctly different vegetative patch or
clonal plant differing from variety ‘Zeon’ and other surrounding plants by having fine leaf
texture. The plants were located in USDA Plant Hardiness Zone 8b. The inventors asexually
reproduced ‘BRG-2' in both Poteet, TX and Amarillo, TX by taking vegetative cuttings of
stolons and rhizomes, cutting the rhizomes and stolons into segments, each with a
vegetative bud, and rooting them in potting media. Planting of the rooted materiai
provided planting stock for studying performance and for comparison of morphological
characters after propagation. ‘BRG-2' has been propagated by rhizomes, stolons, tillers, and
sod. Asexually reproduced plants of ‘BRG-2' have remained stable and true to type through
successive generations of propagation. In 2020, a vegetative increase from the clonal plot
of ‘BRG-2’ was made to a field plot of 1000 square feet to become the breeder stock of
‘BRG-2'.

‘BRG-2' is a perennial Zoysiagrass that spreads by both stolons and rhizomes.
Characteristics of ‘BRG-2' measured in 2023 and 2024 were taken from plants that were
approximately 12 months in age. The greenhouse was located near Amarillo, TX, with a
nighttime low temperature of 67 degrees F., and daytime high of 80 degrees F. The plants
were grown with a minimum 14-hour day length, supplemented with photosynthetically
active radiation equivalent to approximately 75% sunlight. The plants were fertilized with
the equivalent of 1 pound of actual N per month, using a soluble fertilizer of 20-20-20 in
two equal soluble applications per month,

When evaluated for 86 days in Amarillo, TX under greenhouse conditions in potting soll,
‘BRG-2' had a mean maximum leaf extension of 6.7 cm versus 10.3 cm for ‘Zeon (U.S. Plant
Pat. No. 13,166) or 35% less (Table 1). In a separate trial with low oxygen hydroponic root
culture instead of soil media, ‘BRG-2" had a mean maximum leaf extension of 5.7 cm versus
6.8 cm for Zeon' (Table 2), When grown under low-oxygen hydroponic culture versus
growth under soil rooting media, 'BRG-2" maintained 85% of leaf extension growth
compared to ‘M-85' (U.S. Plant Pat. No. 27,289) at 67%, 'LIFS' (U.S, Plant Pat. No. 35,643) at



76%, and ‘Zeon’ (U.S. Plant Pat. No. 13,166) at 66%. Growth under low oxygen soil
(hydroponic) conditions may suggest improved performance in turfgrass use where
hypoxic solls exist. In field trials in Poteet, TX prior to a killing freeze below 28 degrees F. on
10 Jan. 2024, 'BRG-2' showed color retention under short daylengths associated with
November to December 2023 calendar dates not different from ‘Lazer’ (U.S, Plant Pat. No.
32,805) (Table 3). After a freeze below 28 degrees F. on 10 Jan. 2024, 'BRG-2’' performed
similar to ‘Lazer’ in green color loss. In non-replicated trials during 2023, ‘BRG-2' showed a
bail speed roll of 9.8 feet with ‘M-85’ showing a speed of 8.2, slower than ‘BRG-2". In
replicated trials in Soperton, GA during 2021, ‘BRG-2' showed slightly less spread than ‘M-
85, with a rating of 6.7 (rated 1-9, 9=most spread), and ‘M-85’ rating a 7.0 (Table 4).

‘BRG-2* has an absence of leaf hairs versus ‘Palisades’ (U.S. Plant Pat. No. 11,515), "Zorro’
(U.S. Plant Pat. No. 14,130), ‘Crowne’ (U.S, Plant Pat, No. 11,570), and ‘Cavalier’ (U.S. Plant
Pat. No. 10,778) which each have many leaf surface hairs (Table 5). ‘BRG-2' has shown a
desirable very fine leaf texture under mowing, In observations, ‘BRG-2'showed an
internode length of 1.0 cm between the 3@ and 4" youngest leaf. 'BRG-2' has shown little
tendency to form tillers in thatch that tend towards puffiness in canopy growth in cultivars
such as ‘Emerald’ (unpatented) that subsequently require dethatching maintenance. ‘BRG-2'
has a feaf blade color from R.H.S. Colour Chart of 137B green, with "Zeon’ showing 1378
green in greenhouse trials.

‘BRG-2' has not shown susceptibility to the Zoysiagrass mite when tested at Poteet, TX,
where susceptible varieties have shown the coachwhip leaf symptoms of the mite. [n
plantings in Poteet, TX, ‘BRG-2' showed mild susceptibility to warm season brown patch
(Rhizoctonia solani). '‘BRG-2" has shown good turfgrass performance and temperature
adaptation when tested at Soperton, GA, USDA hardiness zone 8b and at Poteet, TX, USDA
hardiness zone 9a. This would suggest adaptation as far north as the southern edge of
Atlanta, GA, USDA hardiness zone 8a, that would extend the area of adaptation for ‘BRG-2'
in a line from central Georgia across central Alabama, extending through central Texas in
an East/West line and on a North/South line from Norfolk, VA, south through Mexico. ‘BRG-
2" will be limited only by winter survival in colder regions. ‘BRG-2' is similar to most fine
textured Zoysiagrasses in water use demands as shown in test situations near Poteet, TX,
and will be limited by adequate precipitation in drier to arid regions. ‘BRG-2' is adapted
from sandy to heavier loam soil textures and from slightly acid to slightly alkaline soil pH.

TABLE 1 Canopy leaf extension at tip of youngest leaves on unmown tillers, measured with
plants in potting soil media grown under greenhouse conditions in Amarillo, TX, 2023. Leaf
Extension Growth (canopy height) Overall Mean, 14 days 28 days 57 days 86 days Variety -
cm- -cm- -cm- -cm- ‘BRG-2' 2,6 5.1 10.9 6.7 'M-

85'267.111.386°L1FS'2.75.2 5.78.5Zeon' 6.3 10.8 11.410.3

TABLE 2 Canopy leaf extension at tip of youngest leaves on unmown tillers, measured with
plants in hydroponics, grown under greenhouse conditions in Amarillo, TX, 2023. Leaf
Extension Growth (canopy height) Overall Mean, 14 days 28 days 57 days 86 days Variety -




cm- -cmM- ~cm- -cm- ‘BRG-2"'3.0 3.9 9.6 5.7 ‘M-
85 1.64.0835.8L1FS2.13.34365Ze0n"56587.36.8

TABLE 3 Color retention rating (Rated 1-9, 9 = most green active growth) before and after
low temperature exposure, Poteet, TX, 2024, in mowed turf plots. Green

color Before After Variety exposure exposure ‘BRG-2' 7.0 4.0 ‘M-

85'7.3 7.0 ‘Lazer® 7.0 4.0 Lsd (p = 0.05) 0.57 1.28 *Lazer is ‘DALZ 1308, U.S. Plant Pat. No.
32,805

TABLE 4 Characteristics of Zoysiagrass from a trial planted near Soperton, GA in 2020 and
evaluated in 2021, Characteristics rated on a scale of 1-9 with 9 = best color, greatest
spread, or least seedheads, Texture rated where VF = very fine and F =

fine. Leaf Seedhead texture Color Spread presence Name Year 2021 ‘BRG-

2'Vf7.36.7 9.0 Lazer® vf 7.3 5,7 9.0 ‘M-85 F 6.3 7.0 9.0 ‘Trinity®* F 7.0 7.0 9.0 Lsd, p =

0.05 1.47 0,79 0.54 *Trinity’is ‘L1F, U.S. Plant Pat. No. 25,203 ‘Lazer' is ‘DALZ 1308', U.S.
Plant Pat. No. 32,805

TABLE 5 Adaxial leaf hair presence or absence of selected Zoysiagrass cultivars, measured
under greenhouse conditions in Amarillo, TX, 2022-23. Leaf hair,

adaxial Presence/ Variety Number ‘BRG-2' Absent ‘L1FS'* Sparse to

Absent L.1F% Absent ‘Palisades™ Many ‘Zorro™ Many ‘Diamond™® Absent ‘Royal™® Absent ‘Cro
wne® Many ‘Cavalier® Many ¥L1FS’ is U.S. Plant Pat. No. 35,643; ‘L1F is U.S. Plant Pat. No.
25,203; 'Palisades’ is U.S. Plant Pat. No. 11,515; “Zorro' is U.S. Plant Pat. No. 14,130;
‘Diamond’ is U.S. Plant Pat, No. 10,636; ‘Royal' is U.S. Plant Pat. No. 14,395; ‘Crowne’ is U.S.
Plant Pat, No. 11,570; ‘Cavalier' is U.S. Plant Pat. No. 10,778

COMPLETE BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE VARIETY

Color notations for floral and vegetative characters are based on The R,H.S, Colour Chart,

2001, Light quality, photoperiod, and general growth of the plants may affect color
notations.

= Origin: ‘BRG-2' is a cultivar of a single clone discovered under cultivated conditions
in a Poteet, TX sod field of ‘Zeon' (U.S. Plant Pat. No. 13,166) Zoysiagrass. ‘BRG-2' was
identified as a distinctly different vegetative patch or clonal plant by having a finer
leaf texture than Zeon' and other surrounding plants.

= Classification: Zoysia matrella (L.) Merr.

» Mature plant height, including inflorescence: ‘BRG-2" 9 cm.

» Growth habit: ‘BRG-2' is a perennial plant that spreads by stolons and rhizomes and
produces a dense, low growing, very fine textured turfgrass. The inflorescence of
‘BRG-2' is a terminal spike-like raceme, with spikelets on short pedicels.

= Leaf blade: Rolled in the bud, flat surface.

= Leaf blade pubescence: Absent to sparse on abaxial or adaxial leaf surface.

» Leaf sheath pubescence:; Absent except for long hairs at mouth of sheath 0.2-0.4
mm in length.

» Leaf blade margin: ‘BRG-2": entire without barbules.
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= Leaf blade veins: Prominent,

« Leaf blade flexibility (softness): Soft.

» |eaf blade color adaxial leaf surface: '‘BRG-2", 1378,
» Leaf blade color abaxial leaf surface: ‘BRG-2" 137B.

= Vegetative leaf, 2nd youngest vegetative leaf!

» Blade length range.—'BRG-2": 3.4 cm to 7.2 cm.
= Blade width mean.—BRG-2" 0.6 mm to 0.9 mm.
» Stolon leaf angle, third youngest leaf, measured on unmown, greenhouse ‘BRG-
2'grown plants; 25 to 30 degrees.
» Stolon color: 164C greyed orange, 158A yellow white group.
= Stolon density: Rated on a scale of 1-9 (9=highest density), ‘BRG-2" 7; ‘Meyer’
(unpatented}). 2.
= Tendency to form puffy or clumpy turf: Rated on a scale of 1-9 (9=least puff), ‘BRG-2"
8; ‘Emerald” 2 (unpatented).
= Inflorescence characters: ‘BRG-2' has shown a sparse floral production unless under
environmental stresses such as low water availability.
= Culm total length, including floral area to node below flag leaf.—9 mm to
1.6 cm. Length of stem of inflorescence: 0.5 cm. Floral area length: 6.0
mm.
= Culm width, stem thickness, base of floral area.—0.4 mm.
= Spikelet length.—2.0 mm to 3 mm.
»  Spikefet width.—0.6 mm to 0.7 mm.
»  Stigma.—155A White.
= Anther length.—1 mm,
= Node thickness, node below flag leaf.—0.3 mm to 0.4 mm,
»  Pedicel length.—2.0 mm.
= Flag leaf fength.—1.6 mm,
»  Flag leaf width.—0.7 mm.
» Inflorescence emergence.—'BRG-2' has very sparse flowering in Poteet,
TX from late April through October.
» Turf quality (rated 1-9, 9 best), mowed at fairway height: ‘BRG-2". 8; ‘Meyer": 3.
= Turf color rating (rated 1-9, 9 best) ‘BRG-2"; 7.3; ‘Prizm’ is ‘'M60’ U.S. Plant Pat. No.
29,143,




Claims

1. A new and distinct variety of Zoysiagrass plant, substantially as described and illustrated
herein, characterized particularly by a unique combination of morphological characters.
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5)] ABSTRACT

An asexually reproduced variely of perennial zoysiagrass
with a unique combination of morphological characters
including a very fine leaf texture, and increased leaf exten-
sion compared to ‘Zeon’ {U.S. Plant Pat. No. 13,166) when
grown in hydroponic culture,

3 Drawing Sheels
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Latin name of the genus and species of the plant claimed:
The present invention relates to the genus and specics Zoysia
mairefia (L.) Merr.

Varely denomination: *BRG-2’.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
Field of Invenlion

‘The presenl invention relates to a new and distinet asexu- 10
ally reproduced variety of perennial zoysiagrass (Zoysia
matrelfa (L.)) Merr.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION s
This invention relates to a new and distinel perenaial
zoyslagrass cullivar identificd as ‘BRG-2" xzoysingrass
(herein referred to as ‘BRG-2°). The inventors, David L.
Doguet and Virginia G, Lehman, discovered *BRG-2" under o,
culifvated conditions near Poteet, TX in an arca planted with
‘Zeon®’ (U.S. Plant Pat. No, 13,166) zoysiagrass, ‘BRG-2
was identified as a distinclly different vegetative palch or
clonal plant differing from the surrounding plants in leal
texture. Tillers of ‘BRG-2" were dug and transplanied 10 o5
rescarch plots for further evaluation and comparison Lo other
plants. In research plots in Poteet, TX, in comparison to
other zoysiagrass plants, ‘BRG-2' showed the finest leal
texture with soft foliage when compared 1o other planis. The
inventors asexually reproduced ‘BRG-2’ by taking vegela- 39
tive cullings of stolons and rhizomes, cutling the rhizomes
and stolons into segments, each with a vegetative bud, and
rooting them in polling media. ‘BRG-2’ zoysiagrass will be
used as a lurfgrass suitable for hame lawns, sports ficlds, and
golf courses. 33
For purposes of registration under the “International Con-
vention for the Proteclion of New Varioties of Planis”
(generally known by its French acronym as the UPOV
Convention)} and noting Scction 1612 of the Manual of Plant

2

Examining Procedure, it is proposed that the title of the
invention is Zoysingrass plant named ‘BRG-2',

BRIEF DESCRIPTIONS OF THE
ILLUSTRATIONS

FIG, 1. ‘BRG-2' zoyslagrass compared (o a ‘Primo’ plant,
upmown, from greenhouse pots.

FIG. 2. Inflorescence of ‘BRG-2' zoysiagrass.

FIC, 3. Leaf texture of *BRG-2' compared to ‘Primo’,”
vnimown, from greenhouse pots,

COMPLETE BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION OF
THE VARIETY

*BRG-2’ was characterized in greenhouse and ficld ¢
ditions. ‘BRG-2’ is a unique variely of zoysiagrass (4
matretla (L.)) Merr. that was discovered under culi
conditions in a planting of “Zeon’ zoysiagrass, The §
tors, David L. Doguet and Virginia G, Lehman, di
‘BRO-2’ near Poteet, TX in 2015. In 2015, vegetatiy
titlers of *BRG-2" were collected from a vegelative
clone in a ‘Zeon’ (U.S. Plant Pat. No. 13, 166) sod £
was under mowing. The tillers were placed in reseanch
with other piants for observation and increase. “BR
idemificd as a distinctly different vegetative pat
plant ¢ilfering from varely ‘“Zeonw’ and other st
plants by having fine leaf texture. The plants weee
USDA Plant Hardiness Zone 8b. The inventors.
reproduced *BRG-2' in both Poteet, TX and Amaril
taking vegelative cullings of stolons and rhd
the rhizomes and slolons into segments, each
etative bud, and rooting them in poiting medi
the rooled material provided planting stock:
performance and for comparison of morphole
ters after propagation. ‘BRG-2' has been g
thizomes, stolons, tiflers, and sod. Asexually
plants of ‘BRG-2’ have remained stable and
through successive generalions of propag
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vegelative increase from the clonal piot of ‘BRG-2 was
made to a field plot of 1000 square feet to become the
breeder stock of ‘BRG-2'.

‘BRG-2’ is a perennial zoysiagrass Lhat spreads by both
stotons and rhizomes. Characleristics of ‘BRG-2' measured
in 2023 and 2024 were taken (rom plants that were approxi-
mately 12 months in age. The greenhouse was localed near
Amarillo, TX, with a nighltime low temperature of 67
degrees F., and dayiime high of 80 degrees F. The plaats
were grown with a minimum 14-hour day length, supple-
mented wilh photosynthetically aclive radiation equivalent
to approximately 75% sunlight. The plants were fertilized
wilh the equivalent of 1 pound of actual N per month, using
a soluble fertilizer of 20-20-20 in two equal soluble appli-
cationg per moenth,

When cvaluated for 86 days in Amarillo, TX under
greenhouse conditions in polting soil, ‘BRG-2’ had a mean
maximum leaf extension of 6.7 cm versus 10.3 cm for ‘Zeon
(U.8. Plant Pat. No, 13,166) or 35% less (Table 1}, Tn &
separate (rial with low oxygen hydroponic rool cullure
instead of soil media, ‘BRG-2’ had a mean maximum leal
exlension of 5.7 cm versus 6.8 cm for ‘Zeon' (Table 2).
When grown under low-oxygen hydroponic culiure versus
growth under soil rooting media, ‘BRG-2’ maintained 85%
of leaf exlension growth compared to *M-85" (U.S. Plant
Pat. No, 27,289) at 679, ‘LIFS* (U.S. Plant Pal. No. 35,643)
at 76%, and ‘Zeon’ (U.S. Plant Pat. No. 13,160) at 66%.
Growth under fow oxygen soil (hydroponic) conditions may
suggest improved performance In turfgrass use where hyp-
oxic solls exist. In field trials in Poleet, TX prior to a killing
freeze below 28 degrees F on 10 Jan. 2024, ‘BRG-2'
showed color retention under short daylengths associated
with November to December 2023 calendar dates not dif-
fercnt from ‘Lazer’ (U.S. Plant Pat, No. 32,805) (Table 3).
Afier a frecve befow 28 degrees F on 10 Jan. 2024, ‘BRG-2
performed similar to ‘Lazer’ in green color loss, In non-
replicated tcials doring 2023, ‘BRG-2' showed a ball speed
rolt of 9.8 feel with ‘M-85' showing a speed of 8.2, slower
tihan ‘BRG-2’. In replicated trials in Soperon, GA during
7021, *BRG-2' showed slightly less spread than ‘M-85,
with a rating of 6.7 (rated 1-9, 9=most spread), and ‘M-85’
rating a 7.0 (Table 4),

‘BRG-2’ has an absence of leaf hairs versus ‘Palisades’
(U.8. Plant Pat. No. 11,515), “Zorro’ {U.S. Plant Pat. No.
14,130), ‘Crowne’ (U.S. Plant Pat, No. 11,570}, and ‘Cava-
lice” (1.8, Plant Paf, No. 10,778} which each have many leaf
surface hairs (Table 5). ‘BRG-2" has shown a desirable very
fine leaf texture under mowing. In observations, 'BRG-
2'showed an Intemade length of 1.0 em belween the 37 and
4% younpest leaf. ‘BRG-2’ has shown little iendency Lo form
tillers in thatch that tend lowards puffiness in canopy growth
in cuftivars such as ‘Emerald’ {unpatented) that subse-
quently require dothalching maintenance, ‘BRG-2" has a leal
blade color from RS, Calour Charl of 137B green, with
“Zeon' showing 137B green in greonhouse trials.

‘BRG-2 has not shown susceplibility to the zoysiagrass
mite when tested at Pateet, TX, where susceptible varietics
have shown the coachwhip feaf symploms of the mite. In
plantings in Poteet, TX, ‘BRG-2" showed mild susceptibility
to warm season brown patch (Rhizocionia solani). ‘BRG-2
has shown good turfgrass performance and temperalure
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adaplation when tested at Soperion, GA, USDA hardiness
zone 8b and at Poleet, TX, USDA hardincss zone 9a. This
would suggest adaplation as far north as the southern edge
of Atlanta, GA, USDA hardiness zone 8a, that woutd extend
the area of adaptation for ‘BRG-2" in a line from central
Georgia across central Alabama, extending through central
Texas in an Bast/West line and on a Norh/South line from
Norfolk, VA, south through Mexico. ‘BRG-2" will be Emited
only by winter survival in colder regions. ‘BRG-2' is similar
to most fine textured zoysiagrasses in water use demands as
shown in test situations near Potect, TX, and will be limited
by adequale precipitation In drier to nrid regions. ‘BRG-2
is adapted from sandy to heavier loam soil textures and from
slightiy acid to slighily alkaline soil pH.

TABLE 1|

Canopy Teal extensicn at tip of youngest leaves on yamown
titers, measured with plants in potiing soil media grown
under greenbsouse conditions in Amarilio, TX, 2023,

Leaf Bxtension Growih (cosopy heipht)

Overall

tdean,

14 days 28 days 57 days 86 days
Variely ~aim- -CH- “CAIl- G-
‘BRE2 2.6 5.t 109 6.7
‘M-85 2.6 Tt 1.3 8.6
‘LiFS’ 27 5.2 5.7 85
Zeon' 6.3 108 114 103

TABLE 2

Canopy keaf extension al Lip of youngest leaves an unmown
tillers, menasured with plonts in hydroponics, grown
under preenhouse conditiens in Amarillo, TX, 2023.

feaf Extenston Growth (canopy height)

Ovenll
iean,
4 days 28 days 57 days 86 days
Variely e -cm- g -cin-
‘BRG-2 30 39 96 5.1
‘M-85’ 16 40 83 58
'LIES? 21 33 43 6.5
‘Zeon' 5.6 58 13 68

TABLE 3

Color relention rating (Rated 19, 9 = most green
aelive growh) before and after fow lempenlivie
exposure, Potect, TX, 2024, In mowed turf plots,

Green color
Before Aflter
Varloly CAPHOSUTG BADOSUTE
‘BRG-2 10 4.0
‘M-85 13 70
*Lozer'® 7.0 4.0
Lsd {p = 0.05) 0.57 128

&4 geert s DALY 13087, LS. Mant T, No, 32505
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TABLE 4

Chametesisites of zoysiagrass fram o trinl planted
near Soperton, GA in 2020 amd evaluated in 2021,
Chareteristics roted on a scale of 1.9 with 9 = bost color,
grentest spread, of least scedhends. Texture mted where
VI = very fine pndd F = fine.

Lenf Seedheal
texture Color Spread preseice
Name Year 2021
‘BRG-2' VI 13 %) 20
‘Lazer'® Vi 73 5.1 90
‘M-85 i 63 70 5.0
“Trinity™® F 70 70 9.0
Lsd, p=0.058 147 079 0.54

Ecfrinily* s "1, .5, Plant Pat. No. 25,203
Larer” is "DALZ HOR', U8, Plant et No. 32,305

TABLE 5

Adaxial loaf hair prescnce or nbsence of selected
zoysingrass cultivars, 1 ad under g
conditions in Amarillo, TX, 2022-23.

{L.eaf Bnir, adoxiat

Presonced

Varicly Number
"BRG-2" Abseat

'LH’S’: Sparse to Absent

‘LIF Absent
’l’nii)sades&'& mnny
‘Zorro™ nny
Diamong' & Absent
‘Royat™ Absont
*Coowne'™ Many
‘Cavalier™™ Many

LIS is LS, Plant Pt No. 35.643: ‘LI30 15 U.S. Plant b, No. 25,203; “Palisades’ is
LS, Dlant fat, No. £1,518; “Zome’ 15 1.8, Plant a1, Ro, 14,130; 'Dizmoad’ s LS. Plant
Fat. Mo. 10.636; “Rayal® iy ULS. Plan Pl No, 14.395; ‘Crowns® s LLE, Prant Pat, Ho.
13.570; ‘Cavalier® is 1.8, Fant Pal. No. 10,178

COMPLETE BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION OF
THE VARIETY

Color nolalions for floral and vegelative characlers are
based on The R.H.S. Colour Chart, 2001, Light quality,
photoperiod, and general growih of the planis may affect
color noiations.

Origin: *BRG-2’ is a cuitivar of a single clone discovered
under cultivated conditions in a Poteef, TX sod field of
*Zeon® {U.8. Plant Pal. No. 13,166} zoysiagrass. ‘BRG-2'
was identified as a distinetly diffevent vegetative paich or
clonat planl by having a finer leaf texture than ‘Zeon” and
other swrrounding plants,

Classification: Zoysia matrella (L.} Mer.

Mature plant height, including inflorescence: ‘BRG-2": 9
e,

Growth habit: ‘BRG-2' is a perennial planl that spreads by
stotons and rhizomes and produces a dense, low growing,
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very fine textured torfgrass, The inllorescence of *BRG-2
is a terminal spike-iike raceme, with spikelets on shorl
pedicels.

Leaf blade: Rolled in the bud, flat surface.

Leaf blade pubcscence: Absenl to sparse on abaxial or
adaxial leaf surface,

Leaf sheath pubescence: Absen! except for long hairs ai
mouth of sheath 0.2-0.4 mm in length.

Leaf blade margin: ‘BRG-2": enlire withoul barbules.

Leaf blade veins: Prominent.

Leaf biade flexibility (softness): Soft.

Leaf blade color adaxial leaf surface: ‘BRG-2": 1378,

Leaf blade color abaxial leafl surface: ‘BRG-2": 137B.

Vegetative feaf, 2nd youngest vegelative leaf:

Blade length range—'BRG-2": 3.4 cm to 7.2 cm.
Blade width mean—BRG-2": 0.6 mm to (.9 mm.

Stolan feaf angle, third youngest leaf, measured on unmown,
greenhouse ‘BRG-2'grown plants: 25 to 30 degrees.

Stolon color: 164C greyed orange, 158A yellow while
group.

Stolon density: Rated on a scale of 1-9 (9=highest density),
‘BRG-2"; 7; ‘Meyer’ (unpatented): 2.

Tendency to form puffy or clumpy turf: Raled on a scale of
1-9 (9=least pulf), ‘BRG-2": §; ‘Bmerald’: 2 (unpatenied).

Inflorescence characlers: ‘BRG-2’ has shown a sparse floral
production unless under environmental siresses such as
low water availabitily,

Culm iotal length, including floral area 1o node below
flag leaf—9 mm to 1.6 cm. Length of stem of
inflorescence: 0.5 em. Floral area length: 6.0 mm.

Culm width, stem thickness, base of floral area.—0.4
mm.

Spikelet length.~2.0 mm to 3 mm.

Spikelet width~-0.6 mm to 0.7 mm,

Stigma.—155A White.

Anther length—1 mm,

Node thickness, node below flag leaf—0.3 mm to 0.4
mm,

Pedicel length—2.0 mm.

Flag leaf length—1.6 mm.

Fiag leqf width—0.7 mm.

Inflorescence emergence~—'BRG-2' has very sparse
flowering in Pofcel, TX from late April throngh
Cclober.

Turf quality (rated 1-9, 9 best), mowed at fairway height:
‘BRG-2': 8; *Moyer': 3.

Turf color rating {rated 1-9, 9 best) ‘BRG-2": 7.3; “Prizm’ is
‘MGO" U.S. Plant Pat. No. 29,143,

1 claim:

1. A new and distincl variely of zoysiagrass planl, sub-
slantinlly as described and illustrated herein, charocterized
particularly by a unique combination of morphological
characters.
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