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Happy New Year! I hope 2026 is off to a good start for you, your family and your
business. Thanks to our staff for the hard work and dedication they displayed
throughout 2025. In addition, I want to thank our officers and directors for their
continued support. 

I hope you will mark your calendar and plan to attend the GCIA Annual Membership
Meeting on Thursday, March 5  at the Georgia Center in Athens. We have a great
program planned and look forward to seeing everyone. 

th

The morning session features the following speakers:
Dr. Ford Ramsey, Associate Professor, Agricultural & Applied Economics, UGA
Bryan Tolar, Tolar Capitol Partners 
Kaytlyn Cobb, Regional Assistant Director, UGA Grand Farm
Chris Butts, Executive Vice President, Georgia Fruit and Vegetable Growers
Association 
Dr. Wayne Parrott, Distinguished Research Professor, Center for Applied Genetic
Technologies, UGA

The afternoon commodity sessions feature members of the UGA Peanut, Turfgrass,
and Grains teams. We will also hear updates from our partners with the GDA State
Seed Lab, Georgia Seed Development, the UGA Innovation Gateway and the Georgia
Seed Association.

The afternoon will conclude with the Certification Committee Meeting. The role of the
Certification Committee is to recommend plant varieties for consideration by the
board as well as any recommended changes to the GCIA certification standards. This
committee plays a vital role in the overall certified seed and turfgrass program.

One of the great things about our organization is the connections and friendships
that are built over the years. To continue this tradition, I encourage you to bring
someone from your company who hasn’t attended the GCIA Annual Meeting before.
If you have a new farm manager, buying point representative, or other team
members, invite them to come with you. 

We look forward to seeing you in Athens on Thursday, March 5 ! th



GCIA Peanut Seed Short Course
The Georgia Crop Improvement Association invites you to attend the 64th Annual Peanut Seed Short
Course on Tuesday, February 24th at the UGA Tifton Campus Conference Center – Small Auditorium.
Registration will begin at 8:30 a.m. 

We encourage you to attend this meeting as we strive to continue improving our overall peanut program.
We have a great lineup of speakers planned including Dr. Scott Monfort, UGA Peanut Specialist; Tyron
Spearman, National Peanut Points Assoc.; Dr. Nino Brown, UGA Peanut Breeder; Dr. Mark Abney, UGA
Extension Entomologist; Dr. Wes Porter, UGA Irrigation Specialist and Dr. Carrie Crabtree, Georgia
Department of Agriculture Laboratory Division. Light refreshments will be provided at registration and the
meeting will adjourn at 12:45 p.m. (lunch will not be served). 

GCIA approved plant representatives and buying point representatives are required to attend a seed short
course once every two years for the conditioning facility or buying point to remain on the GCIA approved
list. Please confirm your registration by email (becki.hicks@georgiacrop.com or
leslie.wright@georgiacrop.com) or phone (706)542-2351 before Wednesday, February 18 .th

 

2026 UPCOMING AG
EVENTS
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February 12-15 2026 – National Peanut Buying Points Association Winter Conference 
The Galt House, Louisville, KY

 

February 15-19, 2026 – TPI 2026 International Education Conference and Field Day
 JW Marriott Tucson Starr Pass Resort & Spa, Tucson, AZ

Georgia Crop Improvement Association
Annual Membership Meeting

March 5, 2026
Georgia Center of Continuing Education

Athens, GA
For more information or to register:

 please call 706-542-2351
or email leslie.wright@georgiacrop.com & becki.hicks@georgiacrop.com

https://www.peanutbuyingpoints.org/2026-winter-conference
https://www.peanutbuyingpoints.org/2026-winter-conference
https://turfgrasssod.org/event/tpi-2026-international-education-conference/
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GCIA Organic Program staff attend the Fruit &
Vegetable Conference / Accredited Certifiers

Association (ACA) Conference

In January, GCIA team members Billie
Dunn, Terry Crane, Alex Gilreath, and
Daniel Tinsley were able to attend the
Southeast Regional Fruit & Vegetable
Conference. It was great to promote our
organic and food safety programs, attend
relevant industry trainings, and to see
some of our existing clients. We
appreciated the opportunity to learn more
about the trends and issues among our
certified fruit and vegetable growers. Our
newest organic inspector, Bob Westerfield
was also there to moderate some of the
organic training sessions. Bob has publicly
announced his upcoming retirement from
his position as UGA's Senior Public Service
Associate this Spring, and we are delighted
that he will continue helping our organic
program with contract inspections and
reviews.  

Later in the month, several members of our
organic team: Billie Dunn, Regina Holt,
Terry Hollifield & Daniel Tinsley traveled to
Albuquerque, New Mexico for the
Accredited Certifiers Association annual
conference. Learning sessions provided
insight into navigating complex aspects of
the USDA National Organic Program
regulations. The buzzword this year was
"risk-based." The team collaborated with
other international organic certifiers
regarding ideas about how to allocate our
certification resources towards higher-risk
operations and lighten demands of lower-
risk operations. 

Pictured: GCIA Organic Program Manager, Billie
Dunn & GCIA Organic Inspector & Technical

Reviewer, Daniel Tinsley
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GCIA attends 49th
Annual Peanut Farm
Show

Pictured from left to right: Mark Collier, Executive Director:
Billy Skaggs, Alex Gilreath, Sean Cunard & Terry Crane

The Georgia Crop Improvement Association attended the 49th Annual Peanut Farm
Show on January 16th. We discussed seed certification and the advantages of planting
certified seed. Georgia peanut producers expect and demand high quality, genetically
pure seed. We were able to justify the certification of seed by explaining our standards
and showing how the seed is held to a higher standard. While most producers are aware
of what we stand behind at Georgia Crop, there were some new faces that needed to be
informed. Mr. Billy Skaggs, Executive Director, provided a presentation to producers
pertaining to seed quality and quantity of the 2025 crop. Mr. Skaggs discussed the
increase in acres within certain varieties from 2024 to 2025. These varieties are on the
rise due to their high-quality genetics, with some positive characteristics being disease
resistance and high yield potential. Mr. Skaggs' presentation gave a positive outlook for
the 2026 peanut crop based on the results of current seed quality. The farm show
helped us stay connected to our seed producers and members of Georgia Crop. We
appreciate the opportunity to attend each year. 
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2425 South Milledge Ave.
Athens, GA 30605

Phone: 706-542-2351
www.georgiacrop.com

Officers

Reed Rogers, Golden Peanut & Tree Nuts
President

Bill Bullard, Birdsong Peanuts
1st Vice President

Drew Watkins, Sunbelt Turf Farms
2nd Vice President

 

Directors

 Chad Chandler, Olam Peanut Shelling Company, Inc.

Ken Morrow, The Turfgrass Group, Inc.
 

Brian Ogletree, Ogletree Seed, Inc. 

Eddie Ott, NG Turf
 

Albert Rogers, Premium Peanut
 

Blake Shepard, Mixon Seed Service

 Staff

Billy Skaggs, Executive Director

Mark Collier, Field & Conditioning Plant Inspector
 

Terry Crane, Food Safety Program Manager

Julia Crew, Accounting Specialist
 

Sean Cunard, Field & Conditioning Plant Inspector
 

Billie Dunn, Organic Program Manager 
 

Alex Gilreath, Certification Program Associate 
 

Jeanne Gonzales, Organic Certification Specialist

Regina Holt, Organic Certification Specialist
 

Becki Hicks, Certification Administrative Assistant

Terry Hollifield, Senior Consultant / Inspector
 

Austin Redmond, Field & Conditioning Plant Inspector

Daniel Tinsley, Organic Inspector & Technical Reviewer
 

Leslie Wright, Certification Administrative Assistant
 


