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Another year has come and gone. Seems like just a few weeks back that | wrotg
brief article commenting on 2015. Now we are in 2017 and | need to say a few

words about 2016. Time is moving way too fast!
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The good part is that 2016 was another very good year for GCIA. The certification @f
peanut seed remains our largest acreage crop by far. Whereas peanut acres were
down from 2015, they remained at a very respectable 131,400 acres inspectgd.
Turfgrass, our second largest crop to be inspected, continues to creep steadly

upward to approximately 8,894 acres. When we add miscellaneous crops, soybeans,

pasture grasses and small grains, we finished the year inspecting 148,453 acres.

Approximately 139,559 acres of peanuts, small grains, soybeans and bahiagrass
produced 2,340,143 fifty pound units of certified seed marketed to Southeastefn

seed industry.

Al Certified seed must be conditiongd
that store, clean, size and package seed for sale to producers. Due to consolidatior of
the seed industry, the number of approved plants has slowly declined over the yedrs.
However, recently a few new, independently owned facilities have emerged gnd
provide custom conditioning and sell specialty crop seed. We now have 40 facilitjes

on our approved plant list.
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The association not only provides field inspections for traditional seed certificatiop,
but we provide Organic Certification to verify compliance with the USDA Nationaj
Organic Program. In cooperation with the Georgia Fruit and Vegetable Associatign,
we provide food safety inspections for produce packing facilities and we administer

the only International Turfgrass Genetic Assurance program in the world.

Last but not least, we provide administrative services for Georgia /Florida Soybdan
Association and the Georgia Soybean Commodity Commission.

One last point to make: An association is only as strong as the leadership provided| by
a board of directors and a dedicated staff. | am proud to say that the Georgia Cr@p

Improvement Association is fortunate to have both.

| thank you for taking time out of your busy schedules to attend our membership
meeting and hope you enjoy reading our annual report.

producers of these crops. This is aj]rea



Georgia Crop Improvement Association

Seed Certification Program - Field Inspections

Inspection of the growing crop is made by official inspectors under the direction of the Seed Certifica:l:)n

Program Manager. Certified seed may be defined as seed certified by the Georgia Crop Improve
Association as to origin, adaptation, breeding, seed condition, purity of variety, freedom from disease
noxious weed seed.

Through its certification service, the Georgia Crop Improvement Association makes available the best
possible for Georgia farmers. Seed certification encourages farmers to purchase seed of approved var
it also protects the buyers of crop seed in that only high quality, superior performing seed are appro
for certification.
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Certified seed grown in Georgia can be readily identified by the official tag or certificate of the Geolgia

Crop Improvement Association attached to the container of seed. Certified seed bags must bear
official GCIA emblem or be in branded bags. Certified seed standards of the Association meet or ex(
the minimum standards approved by the Association of Official Seed Certifying Agencies and the Ge

State Seed Law. Billy Skaggs serves as the Seed Certification Program Manager.

In 2016, GCIA inspected 148,453 acres of cropland & turfgrass - of which
144,806 acres were approved. In addition, GCIA printed 2,340,143 certified
seed tags. In addition to certified crop inspections, GCIA performed contract
inspections of an additional 5,400 acres of soybeans.

Commodity: Inspected Acres:
Peanuts 131,444
Turfgrass 8,894
Small Grains 4,814
Pasture Grasses 1,400
Soybeans 1,382
Other 519
TOTAL 148,453
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Turfgrass Certification Program

GClI A6s turfgrass <certification
fered for protection of the sod buyer, as state and federal laws do n(
address vegetativelyroduced crops. GCIA turfgrass members produce
Oblue tagdéd certified sod which
year by experienced inspectors.

Inspectors are trained to recognize difpe plants, other species, nox-
ious and objectionable weeds, which can create unsightly, costly prq¢
l ems in turf. GCIA®8s inspecti on
under a rigorous set of guidelines designed to promote high qualif
true to variety, and weed free turfgrass.

In 2016, GCIA inspected 8,894 acres of turfgrass sod of which 7,9¢
acres were certified at seasoni
acres are up 1,668 acres (23% increase). As in the previous year, t
acres were again bolstered in 2016 with additional plantings of TifT |[-
bermudagrass which was developed by UGA Turfgrass Breeder, L
Brian Schwartz.

GCIA took advantage of several opportunities to promote the certified
turfgrass program in 2016, including the 70th Annual Southeastern
Turfgrass Conference, the Georgia Sports Turf Managers Association
Summer Field Day at Precision|Far ms, and Ur bar
Expo. In addition, Billy Skaggs, Certification Program Manager, authored
an articl e 0 Swheneonolytthebeastrwill 8o askcfa sesi
fied soddé6 which was featured ijn the May/ June U/

Dr. Brian Schwartz recognized Dr. Paul Raymer, UGA Turf Breeder; ron
McWhorter, NG Turf; Terry Hollifield, GCIA; Ben Copeland, Jr. Suyerd; and Ke
Morrow, The Turfgrass Group for their support of the UGA Turfgrass Progijam

during the 2016 SE Turfgrass Field Day in Tifton. (See picture on right)

Approved Seed Conditioning Plants

All certified seed must be conditioned in a GCIA approved facilitye facilities are inspected annually to
determine if equipment is properly installed and maintained to prevent contamination between varie
Approved plant representatives are knowledgeable in plant operations and record keeping. Representa
must also attend a GCIA supported training sessidviany of these plants are available for custom see
cleaning as welln 2016, GCIA had 40 approved facilities with several conditioning more than one kind
certified seed; see the breakdown below.

Kinds of Certified Seed Conditioned: Plants
Peanuts 22
Small Grains / Soybeans 18

Grass Seed / Forages

Foundation Seed 2
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