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To: Buyers of Warm Season Sod 

 

From: Terry Hollifield, Executive Director 

 

Re: Georgia Certified Turfgrass 

 

Over the last few years and driven by the rebounding economy, Georgia has seen an increase in sod 

farms and individuals brokering sod. As I am sure you are aware, sod quality and purity vary greatly 

from farm to farm based on management and the original source of planting stock. Unfortunately, 

only about half of the sod farms in Georgia participate in the GCIA Turfgrass Certification Program 

which is a third party inspection service aimed at ensuring genetic purity and freedom from noxious 

weeds. As a result, we have recently received numerous reports of contaminated, non-certified sod 

being purchased and installed on projects around the state. On the next page, I have included a 

photo of one such instance for your reference. 

 

The only way to ensure that you are receiving sod of the highest quality and purity is to purchase 

GCIA Blue Tag Certified Sod. A list of participating growers can be found in the GCIA Turfgrass 

Buyers Guide on our website – www.georgiacrop.com. In particular, every shipment of certified sod 

must be accompanied by a GCIA Turfgrass Certificate; I have included a sample on the next page. 

This certificate documents that the sod purchased was produced on a certified and inspected farm. 

 

Also worthy of note, we have heard of instances of non-certified sod being misrepresented as 

certified sod. Please be aware that the Georgia Department of Agriculture’s Live Plant Certificate is 

NOT equivalent to the GCIA Blue Tag Certificate. The Live Plant Certificate is indicative of apparent 

freedom from weeds, pests and diseases and NOT an indication of purity or quality. 

 

Please visit www.georgiacrop.com to view the GCIA Turfgrass Buyers Guide which includes a list of 

all certified farms in Georgia and the varieties available for sale. Should you have questions or need 

additional information, please contact me at your convenience. Thank you for your time and 

attention. 
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Non-Certified Tifway 419 sod installed on a project in middle Georgia: 

 
 

Sample of GCIA Blue Tag Certificate 

 


